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BUSH BARS PLEDEE
OV T TICRET P

C LA, Nommee Wﬂl Not Rule
Out ‘Vice- Pres;dentla! Bld
“in Senate, Testimony»

o ,-\: aemy les s
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By NICHOLAS M. nomocx h
Special to The New Yors Timesy =i
WASHINGTONY --Dec. "15-<}
George’ Bush, President Ford's|
“choice -for Director.of: Centralf;

Intelligence, "refused: today to
pledge,  as a-“prerequisite “for
Senator confirmation,: that" he
would -not accept: a~normna:t|on
as-Vice President. =~ «Masn,

: The .5l-year-old chief of the
United"States mission to China
told. th- members of the Armed
Services Ccmmittee that - he
could>mot «“in- alt “honesty t
you that I:wounld not : accept
fthe nommatlon}.” i Bt

“I don’t think any-Amencan
should ~be . asked tcr-say that
he would not accept,” he 'said.
Mr; Bush, however;iirmly.ruled
out: any ..political - activities
while serving as_ chx.f of intel-
ligence, mc‘udmw mainnb ‘ton-
tributions to pohnca.l ‘parties.

Approval Appears Certain

Mr. Bush was ‘questioned by

the committee-members for;two

and. & half - -hours. today ‘and’
is :scheduled to.return. tomor=}
row. ,Committes: staff  source}

said that there appeared little/
doub _ teteetlitla” - 7w >

doubt” " that | _the,’ oommxttee;

would. approve his nomination,
butthe fina} vote was expected

- Even. if the committes were
to approve the nomination -this
week, ..it ‘is . not. expected to
reach _the_ Senate: floor until
Ja.nua.ry after “the Christmas
recess,.. Several .Congressional
sources. said that the appoint-

ment " might face a floor flghtf-

BNy ot St el T
Thres - Democrats—Senators
Cary Hart of Tolorado;>Thomas

and Patrick' J: Leahy of Ver-
mont “~— appeared from their
questions to be the most con-
cerned-about Mr, Bush’s nomin-
ation.” The majority of the Re-
pubhcan members of the com-
mittee -seemed-to approve the
choice.” Senator Harry F. Byrd

Jr., Independent--Democrat off

ergxma was-the only Senator

to commit his-vote to-Mr, Bush.

‘conference :today, chis. belief

leaders:“morally.of fensive” and

" Central Intelligence Agency to

"that %6 "was “concerned ~about
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Senator Church Opposed . }

The committee will hear oo-
position to Mr, Bush's nomina-{
tion tomorrow - from::Senatori
Frank Church, the Idaho Demo-:
crat who heads the Senate Se-~
lect Committee on Intelligence.!
Mr. Church-reiterated in a news!

that Mr=Bush’s political back-
grounds ~was. < “‘incompatible”
with the duties and responsibi-
lities of the Dxrect,or o fCem:ral
Intelligence. ~*-"" 358

Under: questxonxngby Senator
Hart today,. Mr. Bush:said he
foungd- assassination-of: foreign

that he:would not:permit: the

become involved in. ‘such plots.

But Mr: Bush refused: to-rule
out C.EA. involvementin plans
for :military . coups: d’etaqt in
foreign countries, even in.coun-
tries with democratxcally elect-
ed governments., :--

-“T would say we shoufd treat
very: = very. . carefully " with
governments that are: const.\tu-
tionally elected,” he ‘said.

Nor_did "Mr.. Bush. come out
against - the'loperation -by the
C.lLA. of such. paramilitary. ad-

ventures as: ‘the -war in- Laos.

‘Mr. Bush told: the:committeef

formers C.LA: ~employees . whof
had ‘disclosed mational security}
mattersin-the’ Jast few months.p
He said:that:attention ;shoutd
be giverito 2 recommendation
of the"Rockefe)Ier commission
that’ persons who make . public
nationaks -ssecurity: - ».matters
should be prosecuteds s~ , =

“Several senators concentrated
“on whether-the:nominee-could}
resist.pressure from: -the: thte i
House: -to -use - hiss power - im-|!
properly... ME.:. Bush..said “hej]
would; iresign -if:. he-felt thef
President: was. making -an -im-|.

STAT

The criticism of*Mr. Bush’s
nomination 'has centered on

Texas “and chairman. of the

Republican National - Commit-

tee before being appointed to
represent the United ‘States at
the United Nations . ancl later
in Peking. )

Mr. Bush told the committee
that he was “proud” of his
political service.. “SOME- OF
THE DIFFICULTIES THE C.LA.
has encountered might have
been avoided if more political
judgment- had been: brought
to bear,”.he said. +*I..am not
talking about "narrow’ political;
parnsanshlp I am..talking
apout the respect . “for. -the
people and their sensitivities
that most polmc1ans _under-;
stand.”’. i

Mr: Bush tried. to blunt }u;
opposition by, plédging. to avoidi
direct or indirect. political acti-;
vity, speechmaking, attendance
at political meetmos ‘and’ pohtl-
cal contributions: - o
. "My ability fo shut off” poh-
tics when ‘service in nonparti-,
san jobs.has been demonstrat-
ed in two high and sensitive
foreign. affairs posts,” he said....,

Senator Henry M." Jackson,

2
i

- his political ~background. He’
was © a Representauve from;

Democrat of Washmgton dxd
not attend today’s session.- He;
is expected to subject Mr. Bush!
to hard questioning. tomorrow.l

proper-demand . upori- him andj

it he -was:.asked to.do. some-
thing Jillegal :he. mloht: also re-|
port "it-to members of Congress.}

He strongly opposed, as does|
the Ford Administration, advis-
ing ‘Congress:-about- plans .for
covert-, actxon before-. the. Prw.
ident has made a decision.
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